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MARK
YOUR CALENDAR

All meetings
(unless otherwise noted)
1:00 P.M.
at
Green Hills Branch Library
3701 Benham Avenue
off Hillsboro Pike and Glen Echo Rd.
behind the post office

Check our website for any changes
www.mtgs.org

July 19, 2003
Middle Tenn. Families Reach Out:
Goin’ West!
Walter Durham
State Historian and author Walter
Durham will reveal the personalities,
motivations and westward movements of
prominent Middle Tenn. families of the
19" century.

Sept. 20, 2003
Finding Your Civil War Ancestors
Kevin W. Matthews
Civil War buff and genealogy hobbyist
Matthews will detail search techniques
for finding Civil War ancestors. He will
share records of his own ancestors, both
Union and Confederate.

Nov. 15, 2003
Annual All-Day Seminar
With Hank Jones, FASG
Mark your calendars for the annual
seminar, featuring nationally-know
genealogist Hank Jones.

MTGS meets on the third Saturday of
January, March, May, July, September
and November, unless otherwise
announced.
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A search of the Nashville City Directory for 1870
reveals an interesting entry for “Mrs. P. Early,
Millinery & Millinery Goods.” Although the term
millinery has fallen into disuse, it was one familiar to
all female shoppers as a place to purchase hats, an
article of female clothing worn by young and old, rich
and poor, whenever they were in public. Mrs. Early’s
shop, and presumably her residence as well, were at 34
North College Street.

An effort to find out more about Mrs. Early was
successful to a degree. Going back five years to the
1865 City Directory, we find these two listings:

Mrs. P. Early, 29 N. College, millinery

W.B. Early, printer, home 29 N. College

These directory entries give an important clue: Mrs. P.
Early and W.B. Early were at the same address. We
can assume that they are either husband and wife or
mother and son. College Street became Third Avenue
when downtown streets were reorganized about 1910,
so the Early establishment was in the heart of
downtown Nashville.

Working back to the 1860 City Directory, we do not
find either Mrs. P. Early or W.B. Early listed in
Nashville. That avenue being closed, the next logical
step is to see whether we can find a marriage record for
Mrs, Early.

On July 25, 1860, W.B. Earley took out a license to
marry “Calexina” Harper in Davidson County.'
Although the bride’s name does not match with “Mrs.
P.” a familiarity with old names brings to mind the
name Polixena, an unusual but not unheard-of name.in
this period. It seems likely that this is indeed “Mrs. P.”
and that her 1865 housemate, W.B., was indeed her

! Sistler, Byron and Barbara. Early middle Tennessee
marriages. (Nashville: Sistler & Assoc., 1988).
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A Successful Businesswoman in

Early Nashville

Records of Polixena Early

MRS, P. BARILY,
Elillinery & @illinery Goods
No. 3¢ NORTH COLLFGE STREET,
NASHVILLE, - TENNESSEE-

husband. The clerk did not record a date of marriage
for this license, but this is more likely the result of a
bookkeeping error than an indicator that they were not
married. A search of the 1850 census of Davidson

County did not turn up a Harper family with a daughter
named Polixena.

A search for the history of the given name Polixena
provided mixed results. Most books listing American
given names do not include it, but one book of baby
names lists it as Polyxena and states that it is a word of
Greek origin meaning “hospitable.” A word search for
the name on the internet, using Google.com, shows that
it is still in occasional use, primarily in the Czech
Republic (formerly Bohemia). A history of the Ober-
Schonback castle in old Bohemia states that it was built
prior to 1692 by Maria Polexina vol Pisnitz.* Perhaps
our Nashville Polexina has Bohemian roots.

For more information on the Nashville Polexina, we
turn to the 1860 census. In Nashville’s Ward 3 we find
a listing for the household of William B. Earley, age
25, a Pennsylvania-born printer. His wife is Polixena,
age 28, a milliner. Certainly this is the right couple!
The census indicates that they were married within the

? Shaw, Lisa Everything baby names book. (Holbrook, MA:
Adams Media, 1997).

* Sommer, J.G. Kingdom of Bohemia. (1847, as transcribed
on some.xnet.com/~ugeiser/genealogy/bohemia/schoen-
bach.htmi.
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census year. Although William has no property value
listed, Polixena has the princely sums of $4,000 in real
estate and $3,000 in personal property.

Living in their household at the time of the 1860
census were four young women, each about 20 years of
age, and all working as milliners. They were:

e Mattie Darren, 19, born New York

¢ Harriet Raynie, 17, born England

e Mary A. O’Kief, 22, born Ireland

¢ Ellen Conlin, 17, born Pennsylvania

Also in the Earley’s home was Joel Davis, a 28-year-
old clerk born in Vermont, with his wife Martha and
their daughter Emma Davis. It would appear that
Mattie, Harriet, Mary, Ellen and Joel all worked for the
well-to-do Polixena Earley in her millinery business.
This was quite an establishment! One wonders whether
Polixena had built this business up on her own (she
was only 28) or whether she had inherited it, or
perhaps she had inherited money or other property
which she invested in the millinery business.

The 1870 census lists W.B. Early as a 40-year-old
female (obviously it should read Mrs. W.B. Early) still
in the third ward of Nashville, and with three-year-old
child William Early in her home. Mrs. Early’s real
estate had increased in value to $10,000 and her
personal estate to $5,000. Fifty other people are listed

in the household she heads, indicating that Mrs. Early
either lived in a hotel or had her store on the ground
floor of a building with apartments above. The first
two people listed after the Earlys are domestic servants
Catharine Lapsley (age 30) and Mary Winburn (age
23), both African-Americans bom in Tennessee. The
order of the listing indicates that these women were
working in Polixena Early’s household.

Mrs. P. Early, widow of William, milliner, appears in
Nashville’s city directories of 1870 through 1878, but
in 1879 she disappears. A search of the 1880 census
does not reveal her anywhere in Tennessee. Thanks to
the excellent search engine on the FamilySearch.org
web site, we are able to search the whole country for
any woman named Polixena, regardless of surname.
Although a few are listed, none matches what we know
of Mrs. Early. We do find William D. Early age 13 in
Nashville, living with Charles and Anna Mitchell. This
appears to be Polixena’s son, and he is listed as a
student. He does not appear to be related to Mitchell,
who was a confectioner by trade, 38 years of age, and
bomn in Scotland. We are left to wonder whether
Polixena died or remarried.

There is still more to be learned about this early
Nashville woman of business, but these records have
helped us fill in a few pieces of her story. .

Milliners at work
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William Sweeton and his illegitimate son
From Grundy County Court Records

Although the Grundy County Courthouse was
destroyed by fire in 1990, a group of volunteers had
removed a quantity of loose court records to the Tracy
City Library where they were being indexed. We are
fortunate to have access to these few remaining
records, which are available on microfilm at the State
Library & Archives. The item below, taken from a case
tried in the 1890s, provides proof of the often difficult
to document relationship between an illegitimate son
and his father.

Grundy County Loose Records (microfilm reel 133)
J.W. Meeks vs. William Sweeton

Bill of complaint dated March 1893, from J.W. Meeks
of Grundy County against William Sweeton of same,
regarding the construction of a house on a lot near
Tracy City. “Your complainant would state to the
Court that he is the acknowledged illegitimate son of
Defendant, and that some time before he began to build
the above-mentioned house, Defendant stated to him, if
he would ... build himself a dwelling, that he ... would
make him a deed to the lot. After the house was
completed and complainant lived in it up to some two
months ago, defendant refused to make him a deed,
and has refused and failed to pay him for the house.”

Deposition of J.W. Meeks, age 22.

Q: “State what he has ever done for you or given you,
indicating that he recognized you as his son....”

A: “Well, when I married he gave me a bedstead,
dishes & etc. to go to housekeeping on ... and
promised to give me a deed to the lot on which I built
my house. It came about in this way: I had contracted
with the Company for a lot to build on, and came by
Sweeton’s house and his wife asked me why I did not
build on the lot Mr. Sweeton was going to give me. |
said to her that she would mad [sic] and not give me a
deed to the lot. She said she would swear she would
give me a deed. A few days after that 1 saw Mr.
Sweeton and he told me that the first day he was idle
he would make me a deed....”

Middle Tennessee Journal of Genealogy & History

Deposition of Dosie Meeks, 17, wife of J.W. Meeks

“Well, all I know about is that is this. Mr. Sweeton’s
wife and my husband’s mother had a falling out, and
there was a great deal said, and I suppose this was the
reason Mrs. Sweeton said Mr. Sweeton would not
make my husband a title to the lot, that he would pay
him for the house and keep the lot. She said this to

”

me.

In the Tracy City newspaper of Sept. 13, 1900, is found
a brief death notice from the community of Mt.
Pleasant. It reads: “Mrs. Tampico Sweeten, wife of
William Sweeten, died at home here on Thursday and
was laid to rest at this place.” A tombstone in the
Hobbs Hill United Methodist Church cemetery marks
the grave of Tampico Sweeton, wife of W.H. Sweeton,
and her infant son, with the dates 1858-1900. Other
Sweetons are buried nearby at Hobbs Hill, but no grave
for William Sweeton was found. Likewise, no grave
for J.W. Meeks could be identified.

The 1880 census of Grundy County records Sarah
Mecks, a widow aged 31, with son J.W. age 8. Also in
the household is Mary Cox, 55 years old and suffering
from “paralysis.” They are living near D.W. Meeks,
age 28, and his family in the 11" Civil District. In the
same neighborhood i s Joseph S weeton, a 5 3-year-old
widower. The only William Sweeton in the county is
found in District 6. He is a 32-year-old coal digger,
living with his wife Cintha and children Charles and
Lilly.

Looking for these families in the 1900 census we find
William Sweeton, a 50-year-old coal minor, living in
Grundy County’s 11" Civil District. His wife Tampico
is 37, son Ferby is 17 and daughter Nora is 5. There is
no exact match for J.W. and Dosie Meeks, but the 11®
Civil District also includes a William Meeks age 27
(about the right age to be J.W.) with wife Dollie and
children William, Thomas , Qualls and Henry Meeksl
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Middle Tennessee

Supreme Court Records

Second Series

Contributed by Betsy Ragsdale and
Gale Williams Bamman, CG

Supreme Court Records, Box 68,
Middle Tennessee, 1841

Avery M. Hicklin vs Adams C.
Hamilton

(Original Bill heard in Jackson
County Chancery Court)

...We Avery M. Hicklin and John
B. Buford are held and firmly
bound to Adams C. Hamilton in
the sum of $500.00... this 9"
September 1840... that whereas
the above named Avery M. Hicklin
has this day filed his Bill of
Complaint against the said Adams
C. Hamilton in the Chancery Court
at Gainesboro....

The bill of complaint of Avery M.
Hicklin now a citizen o f Overton,
Tennessee, against Adams C.
Hamilton a citizen of Jackson
County, Tennessee... that about
the 13" day of October 1831 Hugh
Hicklin then a citizen of Jackson
County, Tennessee made and
published his last will and
testament and shortly thereafter
departed this life—that sd. will has
been duly proven and your orator
and Thomas Hicklin was appointed
Executors and qualified and acted
as such till the matters of sd. estate
was nearly closed—that sometime
in 1838 or 9 Thomas departed this
live, leaving your orator above
surviving and acting executor of
sd. Hugh... that said will contains

Volume XVII, Number 1/6

the following clause to wit: “It is
my will and desire that my two
negroes Will and Sukey his wife
receive their freedom at my death
and it is my will and desire also
that the said negroes have the use
of all that part of the land up a
hollow where the garden now
stands, to have the use of during
their natural lives.” Your orator
shows that Sukey is of little value,
say perhaps $150—that since the
date of said will Sukey has brought
two children, to wit: Almira a girl
aged about 14 and worth about
$600 [and] a boy named Turner
aged about 12 and fairly worth
$700.00... that the negroes have
been permitted to remain on the
land of your orator’s ancestor till
recently....

Exhibit A. [Will of Hugh Hicklin]

In the name of God, Amen! I Hugh
Hicklin of Jackson County and
State of Tennessee being in a low
sate of health, but being of sound
and disposing mind and memory,
and calling to mind that it is
appointed for all men to die—Do
make, publish, and declare this as
my last will and testament (to wit:)
First, it is my will and desire that
my body should be decently
interred—Secondly—it is my will
and desire that all my just debts be
paid—and as to my property real
and personal, I dispose of it as
follows, to wit: [ give and

bequeath to my beloved wife
Elizabeth Hicklin one bed and
furniture and the cupboard I now
have and one cow and one horse to
be worth $20, also one bedstead
and one trunk, this bequest to be in
lieu of her dower—I give and
bequeath to my son Thomas
Hicklin the one half of the land
with ten poles further down the
river which I own alone where
Benjamin Biggerstaff now lives
the upper part of said land and to
be divided according to quantity
and quality. I also give and
bequeath to my son Thomas
Hicklin one negro boy named
Gilbert, also all my wearing
apparel, also my family Bible, also
one bed and furniture and one
bedstead, and also all my personal
estate not otherwise disposed of, to
be done with as he may think
proper. [ also give and bequeath to
my sons Avery Hicklin and Hiram
Hicklin all my tract of land which
lies between Benjamin
Biggerstaff’s and Stephen
Cantrell’s lines. I also give and
bequeath to my son Avery Hicklin
one negro boy named Moses, by
paying $100.00 to my daughter
Letty Hicklin. I also give and
bequeath to my son Hiram Hicklin
one negro boy named Bill. I give
and bequeath to my Perry Hicklin
the remaining moiety of my land
above Benjamin Biggerstaff’s to
be held by him as a tenant in
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common. | also give and bequeath
to my son Perry Hicklin one negro
girl named Sarah also a feather bed
and furniture, and it is my will and
desire that my son Perry be well
schooled out of the rents of the
land I have bequeathed to him. I
also give and bequeath to my
daughter Elizabeth Biggerstaff,
wife of Benjamin Biggerstaff, wife
of Benjamin Biggerstaff and her
heirs one negro girl named Selah
by said Benjamin Biggerstaff pay
of $100.00 to my daughter Letty
Hicklin. I also give and bequeath
to my daughter Polly Hicklin one
negro girl named Mariah, also one
feather bed and furniture, also one
horse and saddle to be worth
$75.00. I also give and bequeath to
my daughter Letty Hicklin $50.00
in a horse least to be paid for out
of my personal estate by my
executors hereafter appointed, it is
my will and desire that my two
negroes Will and Sukey his wife
receive their freedom at my death
and it is my will and desire also
that said negroes have the use of
all that part of the land up a hollow
where the garden now stands to
have the use of during their natural
lives. It is further my will and
desire that should any debts remain
unpaid at my death each legatee
and devisee bearing a share in the
payment in proportion to what they
lega__ [?] in the will.

Finally I ordain, appoint and
constitute my two sons Thomas
Hicklin and Avery Hicklin my sole
executors to put and carry this will
into due and faithful execution
agreeably to the true interest and
meaning. In witness whereof I
have thereunto set my hand and
affixed my seal this 13" day of
October in the year of our Lord
1821.” [signed] Hugh Hicklin

Signed, sealed, published and
declared this his last will and
testament in presence of us Wm.
Hudspeth, [and] John Parrish.

State of Tennessee, Jackson
County. February Sessions 1822.
Then was the foregoing last will
and testament of Hugh Hicklin,
dec’d. exhibited in open court and
the execution thereof proven by
the testimony of William Hudspeth
and John Parrish two subscribing
witnesses thereto and on motion
was ordered to be recorded,
whereupon Thomas Hicklin and
Avery M. Hicklin were sworn as
executors who executed bond with
Hiram Hicklin and Benjamin
Biggerstaff securities for the
performance thereof and took the
oath required.

Test: Saml. G. Smith, Clk.
Recorded and examined 16" Feb.
1822. Saml. G. Smith, Clk.

State of Tennessee, Jackson
County. I, Alexander Montgomery,
Clerk of the County Court for the
County of Jackson certify that the
within and foregoing is a true, full
and perfect transcript of the last
will and testament of Hugh
Hicklin, dec’d. together with the
probate which appears of record in
my office Book A, pages 391, 392
and 393 in witness whereof I have
hereunto set my hand and affixed
the seal of said court at office this
9" day of June 1840. [signed]
Alex. Montgomery, Clk,, J.C. Ct.”

Exhibit B

“State of Tennessee,

County. April Term 1840.
Suckey Hicklin, Almira Hicklin
and Tumer Hicklin, Exparte.
Petition for Freedom.

...by their next friend Adams C.
Hamilton ...setting forth that they

Jackson
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are residents of  Jackson
County...that the executors of said
last will had departed this life
intestate and it appearing...by the
evidence of John S. turner that said
Hugh Hicklin departed this life
previous to the year 1826 and of
James Nevins that said Almira and
Turner are the children of said
Sukey the petition and were born
after the death of said Hugh
Hicklin....

Supreme Court Records, Box 59,
Middle Tennessee, 1835

Julian J. Underwood and
Virginia M. Underwood vs
Paul Dismukes, extr. of
Thomas Royester, dec’d.

(Original Bill heard in Sumner
County Chancery Court)

Your orator J. Underwood, a
citizen of the County of Sumner
and your oratrix Virginia M.
Underwood a citizen of the County
of Davidson humbly complaining
would represent and shew that
their grandfather Thomas Royester
departed this life on the _ [blank]
day of ___ [blank] 18__[blank],
that previous to his death their said
grandfather published and declared
a paper writing a copy of which is
herewith filed as Exhibit A and
prayed to be made a part of their
bill as his last will and testament
on the 1* day of May 1807...

Exhibit A

“I Thomas Royester of the County
of Goochland being in my perfect
senses and memory do make this
my last will and testament...that
the lands whereon I now live be
sold by my executors hereafter
named at public auction...and that
the proceeds of such sale together
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with what money I may leave and
all the outstanding debts due me
may be laid out in the purchase of
another tract of land by said
executors and a deed taken for the
same to all my children and their
heirs and it’s my further will and
desire that my wife Agness
Royester shall enjoy the lands so
purchased during her natural life as
also all my other property which
may not be disposed of by my
executors as is hereinafter directed.

It is also my desire that my
executors shall...at their discretion
sell...any part of my perishable
estate and that they reserve a
sufficiency from my perishable
estate to support and raise my
family until a division of my estate
shall take place as is hereinafter
directed...and after the whole of
my children shall arrive to
manhood or so soon as my two
youngest children arrive to the age
of eighteen years or marriage then
I direct a division of my e state to
be made amongst all my children
and their heirs as equally as the
nature of the case may admit of
reserving to my wife a sufficiency
of my estate if she be then
living...I do constitute and appoint
my brother[sic] David Royester
and Anderson Royester and my
friend Paul Dismukes my
executors and guardians to all my
children...this fourteenth day of
May 1807. [signed] Thomas
Royester]. Witnesses: Wm. Miller,
Stephen Crank”

Supreme Court Records, Box 60,
Middle Tennessee, 1838

Dearen vs Fitzpatrick

(Original Bill heard in
Maury County )
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Humbly complaining sheweth unto
our honor your oratrix Polly
Dearen a citizen of the County of
Marshall and State of Tennessee
that she intermarried with John
Dearen in the year 1801 and has
continued to live with him until the
present time. After  her
marriage...to wit in the year 1829
her father John Wilks made his last
will and testament in which among
other things were the following
clauses, viz:

“I loan unto my beloved wife all
my property of every name or
grade during her natural life. My
will is that at the decease of my
wife all of said property and
effects be equally divided between
my children and grandchildren as
hereinafter named to wit: Polly
Dearen” etc., naming eight
legatees in all, of whom your
oratrix was one and appointing
John Wilks and William Wilks his
executors who qualified...

Your oratrix would further shew
that at his death in 1829 her father
was possessed of considerable
personal property consisting of
negroes, stock of every kind,
money, etc. but what was the
amount of his personal property
she is not informed.

She further shews that on the 29"
of February 1836 her said husband
assigned over and conveyed all the
right, title, interest and claim of
your oratrix in the estate of her
father under the said will to one
Morgan Fitzpatrick for the sum of
three hundred and eighty five
dollars, as will appear from a
certified copy of said assignment
herewith filed marked A....

Supreme Court Records, Box 60,
Middle Tennessee, 1838

Allen vs McKay

(Original Bill heard in Davidson
County)

Bill of complaint of Jones W.
Allen, a citizen of Davidson
County in said state, administrator
of the goods and chattels of
Almyra Allen, dec’d. against Mary
McKay, Dickinson McKay, Silas
H. McKay, and Felix McKay,
citizens of Davidson County in
said state, and against James
Deane, a citizen of Gibson County
in said state.

Humbly complaining, sheweth
unto your honor your orator the
said Jones W. Allen, that he
intermarried with Almyra McKay
the abovenamed Almyra Allen,
dec’d. and who was one of the
children and distributes of Francis
McKay, dec’d., late of the said
County of Davidson, some time
about the month of September
1830, and she departed this life
some time in the month of March
1831, intestate and without issue;
leaving your orator her surviving,
and who, by right of marriage, and
in consequence of his said
survivorship, became entitled to all
the personal property, and choses
[sic], whether legal or equitable,
that belonged to, or that was
possessed by, the said Almyra at
the time of her death. The said
Almyra at the time of her death
was an inhabitant of the said
County of Davidson; and
administration upon her estate has
been granted by the Court of Pleas
and Quarter Sessions of said
County, to your'orator; who has
entered into bond with security,
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and qualified according to law, as
such administrator. Francis
McKay, the father of the said
Almyra, died about the month of
____[blank] in the year 1827,
intestate, leaving the said Mary
McKay his widow, and the said
Dickinson McKay, Silas H.
McKay, Felix McKay, and the said
Almyra, wife of your Orator as
aforesaid his heirs and distributees;
and the said Mary McKay, the
widow, was appointed
administratrix of the estate of the
said Francis McKay dec’d. The
said Almyra McKay was a minor
at the time of her intermarriage

with your orator, and also at that of
her death....

Supreme Court Records, Box 60,
Middle Tennessee, 1834

Runnels vs Wiggins

(Original Bill heard in
Franklin County Circuit Court)

...that on the 22™ day of January
1834 there was issued by the clker
of the Circuit Court of Franklin
County in said state a writ of
capias ad respondendum...to wit:
State of Tennessee. To the Sheriff
of Franklin County, Greeting: You
are hereby commanded to take the
body of Henry T. Wiggin if to be

found in your county and him
safely keep so that you have him
before the Judge of the Circuit
Court at a court to be holden...on
the 2™ Monday of July next to
answer Henry Runnels of a plea
that he rendzr to him a certain
negro man slave of dark
complexion of the proper goods
and chattels of him the said Henry
about eighteen years of age and of
the value of one thousand dollars,
which he the said Henry T. Wiggin
doth detain from him the said
Henry to his damage of one
thousand dollars... Witness: John
Goodwin, Clerk...2™ Monday in
January 1834.. .

To be continued.

Stations on the Nashville, Chattanooga &

St. Louis Railway: Chattanooga Division
From the Legal history of ... Nashville, Chattanooa & St. Louis Ry, By James D.B. DeBow (Marshall & Bruce, c. 1900).

Station MileshFlrlcl)m Tullahoma 69
Nashville
Chattanooga 151 ggrtn:::l - 2%
Cravens 149 Haley 58
Lookout 147 Wartrace 55
Wauhatchie 145 Belle Buckle 55
Hooker, Ga. 141 Fosterville 45
Etna'a M.mes e Christiana 42
Whiteside 137 Rucker 38
Vulcan 134 Winsted 36
Ladds 130 Murfreesboro 32
Shellmound 129 Russell 28
Carpenter, Ala. 125 Florence 26
Bridgeport, Ala. 123 Wade 22
Bolivar, Ala. 117 Smymna 20
Stevenson, Ala. 112 Lavergne 16
Bass, Ala. 106 Kimbro 14
Anderson 102 Mt. View 12
Sherwood 96 Antioch 10
T.C. Junction . Asylum 8
Cowan 87 Curry 6
Decherd 82 Glencliff 5
Estill Springs 77 Nashville 0
Middle Tennessee Journal of Genealogy & History Volume XVII, Number 1/9



Learning from Tax Lists

Capt. Peter Kendall’s Company in Stewart County 1809-1811

Genealogists sometimes turn their noses up at tax lists
- they aren’t often very exciting as records go. But the
value of tax lists becomes evident to the experienced
researcher, particularly in the absence of census and
other records to tell the story of a family. And as a tool
for studying the neighborhoods of our ancestors, tax
lists are essential.

For example, a study of the Stewart County,
Tennessee, tax lists help create a mental picture of a
neighborhood on the edge of the western frontier in the
period around 1810. Formed in 1803 from
Montgomery, Stewart County lies on the
Tennessee/Kentucky border. As with much of
Tennessee, many of its settlers in this period were
families of Scotch-Irish origin from Virginia and North
Carolina. The surnames on the tax list bear out this
general trend.

My research focused on the militia company headed by
Capt. Peter Kindall (Kendall). In this period before
Civil Districts were formed, the men of each county
were divided into militia companies. Militia drills
were held several times per year in order to keep the
citizenry ready to serve in the event of Indian attack or
war. Tax lists were arranged by militia districts, and
each list bears the name of the militia captain. The
lists were usually compiled and submitted by the
Justice of the Peace residing in that district, who was
also the area’s representative on the local Court of
Common Pleas. Stewart County was divided into eight
militia districts during this period.

Peter Kendall was born in Montgomery County
(formerly Anson County), North Carolina, in 1778. He
and his wife Jemima moved to Tennessee in 1804.
Although he was a farmer, the records show that he
devoted many hours to public service in Tennessee.
Following his service as a militia captain he was
elected to represent Stewart and Humphreys counties
in the Tennessee legislature in 1817. He moved west to
Henry County and continued serving in the legislature
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through 1829. In 1834 Kendall represented Henry
County at the state’s Constitutional Convention.'

Tennessee tax lists are useful where they have
survived, but unfortunately many of them have not
done so. A list of extant early tax lists compiled by
Chad Gray is available on the State Library and
Archives web site.?

The 1808 tax list for Stewart County is incomplete, and
Peter Kendall’s district was omitted. The 1809 list is
the first one extant, and it includes 100 taxable males.
Tax lists in this period should include all landowners
and all other males aged 21 to 50. Males over 50 who
did not own land were not liable for either the land tax
or the poll tax, and so will not appear on the list.
Occasionally, a tax list may help determine age, as in
the case of Thomas Hambleton who paid a poll tax in
1810 but not in 1811; it may be that he turned 50 years
old in 1811. (Incidentally, he is listed as Thomas
Hamblet in 1811, but we can tell this is the same man
because he owned 42 acres in both years.)’

Tax lists cannot, therefore, be considered complete
census-type listings. Moreover, some names appearing
on a tax list will represent absentee property owners
who do not reside in that place. On the Kendall list in
1809, for example, Adam Darby appears as the owner
of 2,060 acres. A notation shows that the tax was
assessed to Henry Minor, agent for Darby, indicating
that Darby was a non-resident landowner. We find men
named Adam Darby in Spotsylvania County, Virginia,
and in Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, in the 1810

! McBride, Robert and Dan Robison. Biographical directory
of the Tennessee General Assembly, volume 1. (Nashville:
Tenn, State Library & Archives and Tenn. Historical
Commission, 1975), pp.423-424,

2 “Early tax lists at the Tennessee State Library and

Archives,” http://www.state.tn us/sos/statelib/
?ubsvs/taxlist.htm

For more information about the tax laws of Tennessee, see
Taxation and Politics: Tennessee's Poll Tax Laws by Ann
Alley, which appeared in this journal, volume XI, number 2,
fall 1997.
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census, and it may be one of them who owned land in
Stewart County.

Tax lists can give clues regarding adult sons living
with their fathers. William Moore first appears in
Kendall’s company in 1810, a large land-owner with
819 acres. He is the only Moore listed. In 1811,
Travis Moore appears listed next to William. Travis is
not a landowner but paid apoll tax. Itis likely that
Travis Moore was a son of William who came of age
between 1810 and 1811. Certainly this would have to
be tested and proven using o ther records, but the tax
list may provide one piece of a puzzle.

In addition to land and polls, taxes were assessed on
certain other property. These taxes varied from year to
year, according to laws passed by the state legislature.
In this period each stud horse was assessed at $3.00.
Only a few men in the 1809 list owned such a valuable
commodity: Thomas Gibbs; Richard Manley; Caleb
Williams and Davis Yarbrough. Slave owners were
required to pay a poll tax on each slave from 12 to 50
years old. The 100 taxpayers in Capt. Kendall’s
company in 1809 were taxed on 61 slaves. John
Atkins, Sr., owned eight slaves, the largest number in
the district. Interestingly, he was taxed for only 100
acres. H owever, several other A tkins men with only
one slave are also listed with larger acreage, and the
whole family, white and black, may have farmed
communally.

Property tax lists sometimes give a rudimentary
description of the location of the land. These can help
us discover the approximate location of each militia
district. Capt. Kendall’s company includes landowners
whose property lay on the Cumberland River and on
these creeks: Bear, Cub, Callendar’s, Barretts, Nevilles
and Bull Pasture. Modern topographical maps (and the
USGS web site) enable us to locate most of these
streams in eastern Stewart County between the town of
Dover and the Montgomery County line. The
neighborhood probably also included part of what is
now Houston County. None of the taxpayers in
Kendall’s company paid tax on town lots, so the town
of Dover must not have been within its boundaries.

Tracking the movements of groups of families is
critical for the genealogist — looking for just one name
can be a needle in a haystack, but looking for a group
of relatives and neighbors who migrated together is
much easier. Tax listsare a tremendous help in this
work, as they can show the precise year when families
arrived in an area. The 1811 list for Capt. Kendall’s
company shows 16 new taxpayers arrived since 1810.
Among them are Faulkner Elliott Jr. and Sr., and
Stephen and William Elliott.  Since these men
apparently amrived in Stewart County at the same time,
and since all four have Elliott as part of their name, it is
reasonable to think that they may all be related to each
other.

Missing or incomplete records always frustrate the
genealogist, and these tax lists are no exception. The
1809 Stewart County list is available in a transcription
made by Mary Riggins of the Works Progress
Administration in 1938, but part of the original list
appears to have become lost prior to microfilming by
the State Library and Archives in the 1960s and is
unavailable for verification. The 1810 list is complete,
but the 1811 list omits surnames beginning with A and
B - apparently a page was missing at the time of the
WPA ftranscription and was not found during
microfilming.

The statistics of migration tell a story of their own.
Capt. Kendall’s company numbered 100 men in 1809.
There were 12 new names in 1810 and 16 more new
arrivals in 1811. Imagine the impact of 12%
population growth in just one year in your home town
today! However, 30 names present in 1809 are
missing in 1810. Six of those reappear in 1811,
leaving us to wonder what happened. Did they move
away temporarily? That is unlikely. Were they missed
by the enumerator? Possibly. But another explanation
may lie in the fact that Humphreys County was formed
in 1809 and joined Stewart County’s southem
boundary in the very area where this militia district
was located. It is likely that some of these taxpayers
lived on the line and were, or thought they were, in the
new county in 1810.

Taxable Property in Tennessee 1809 (from Public Acts of 1803, Chapter III)

100 acres of land 12 Yi¢
Town lot 25¢

Free males 18-50 12 2 ¢
Slaves 12-50 25¢

Middle Tennessce Journal of Genealogy & History

Stud horses ($ varied) Retail stores $25
Billiard tables $1,000 Peddlers & Hawkers $25
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Analysis of Capt. Kindall’s District

Stewart County Tax Lists 1809-1811

Taxpayer Poll Taxes Acres Listed in | Listed in | Listed in
(in first year listed) owned 1809 1810 1811

Atkins, Asa 1 white poll; 1 slave 484 X X

Atkins, Geo. 1 white poll; 1 slave X X

Atkins, John Jr. 1 white poll 100 X X

Atkins, John Sr. 0 white poll; 8 slaves X

Atkins, Lewis no white poll 188 X X

Basley, Beal no white poll 640 X

Bradford, A. 1 white poll 150 X

Bradford, Benj. 1 white poll 380 X

Brake, Jas. 1 white poll; 4 slaves X

Brisby, John 1 white poll X X

Brown, Walter 1 white poll X X

Brunson, Isaac 1 white poll X

Cagle, Robert 1 white poll X

Curl, Wm. 1 white poll; 3 slaves 600 X X

Darby, Adam no white poll 2,060 X X

Davidson, Green 1 white poll X X
Dinkins, Joshua 1 white poll X

Dunbar, Jas. 1 white poll; 1 slave 20 X X X
Dunbar, Wm. 1 white poll 158 X X X
Edmonds, Henry 1 white poll X

Edwards, Benj. 1 white poll 200 X X X
Elliott, Stephen 1 white poll X
Elliott, Wm. 1 white poll X
Ezill, Archibald 1 white poll X

Ezill, Qarham 1 white poll X

Faulkner, Elliott Jr. | no white poll X
Faulkner, Elliott Sr. | no white poll X
Gaston, John 1 white poll X X X
Gibs, Thos. 1 white poll X X X
Gilbert, Jesse [Jr.] 1 white poll; 5 slaves 30 X
Gilbert, Jesse [Sr.] no white poll 30 X X
Gilbert, Sampson 1 white poll; 4 slaves X

Gilbert, Stephen 1 white poll 75 X X X
Graham, John 1 white poll 100 X X X
Gray, Curtis no white poll 253 X X
Griffin, Ben;. 1 white poll X X
Hall, Philip 1 white poll; 4 slaves X X X
Hamblet, Jas. 1 white poll X X
Hamblet[on], Thos. | 1 white poll 42 X X
Hamlet, Jas. 1 white poll X

Hill, R. Green 1 white poll 428 X

Hillard, Wiley 1 white poll X X
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Stewart County Tax Lists — Kindall’s District (cont.)

Taxpayer Poll Taxes Acres Listed in | Listed in | Listed in
(in first year listed) owned 1809 1810 1811

Hogan, David 1 white poll; 4 slaves 300 X X X
Holly, Abner 1 white poll 50 X
Howell, Paul 1 white poll 100 X
Howell, Wm. 1 white poll X X X
Johnson, Thos. 1 white poll X
Kelley, Abner 1 white poll 50 X X
Kindall, Peter 1 white poll 400 X X X
Lee, Anthony 1 white poll 196 X X X
Lee, James 1 white poll X
Lee, Jas. 1 white poll 100 X X
Lee, John 1 white poll; 4 slaves X X X
Lee, Loyd 1 white poll X X X
Lee, Robert 1 white poll X
Lewis, Daniel 1 white poll; 1 slave 112 X X X
Lewis, Philip 1 white poll X X
Lyndsey, Wm. 1 white poll X X
Lyons, Wm. 1 white poll 350 X X X
Maddon, Tapley 1 white poll 451 X X X
[Tarpley Maddox, J.P.]
Magee, John 1 white poll X
Magregor, Bartlett 1 white poll; 1 slave X X X
Manley, Richard 1 white poll; 5 slaves 640 X X [Sr.] X
Manly, Hamblin 1 white poll; 2 slaves 412 X X
Manly, Richard Jr. 1 white poll; 2 slaves X X X
May, Jonathan no white poll 162 X X X
McCall, Alexander | 1 white poll 640 X
McKiney, Amos no white poll X
McKiney, John 1 white poll; 2 slaves X
Methency, John 1 white poll 64 X X
Mitchell, Jesse 1 white poll; 1 slave 90 X
Moore, Travis 1 white poll; 1 slave X
Moore, Wm., 1 white poll; 2 slaves 819 X X
Nichols, John no white poll 1,280 X X
Ollidge, Caleb no white poll 48 X X
Palmer, John 1 white poll X X X
Parker, John 0 white poll; 3 slaves 50 X
Parker, Nathan 1 white poll X X
Parker, Stephen 1 white poll X X X
Philips, Mann no white poll; 1 slave 252.5 X X X
Philips, Wm. no white poll 2,883.5 X X X
Pistole, Chas. 1 white poll 100 X X X
Purvis, Chas. 1 white poll; 1 slave X X X
Randall, Dan 1 white poll X
Randall, Henry 1 white poll; 1 slave X X X
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Stewart County Tax Lists — Kindall’s District (cont.)

Taxpayer Poll Taxes Acres Listed in | Listed in | Listed in
(in first year listed) owned 1809 1810 1811

Randall, Ozbon 1 white poll X X X
Randall, Parham 1 white poll; 1 slave X

Randall, Thos. 1 white poll; 3 slaves 274 X X X
Randall, Wm. 1 white poll; 4 slaves X X X
Roberson, T. 1 white poll; 4 slaves X X

Robins, John 1 white poll 17.5 X

Roper, Chas. 1 white poll 74 X X
Rorie, Hezekiah 1 white poll; 3 slaves 573 X
Simpson, Elisha no white poll; 1 slave 188 X X X
Simpson, Nathan 1 white poll X X X
Smith, Adam 1 white poll X X X
Smith, Frederick 1 white poll X X X
Smith, Henry 1 white poll X
Smith, John 1 white poll X X X
Smith, Richard no white poll; 1 slave X
Spencer, John 1 white poll X X X
Stokes, Abner 1 white poll X X X
Stokes, Edmond 1 white poll X

Stokes, John 1 white poll X

Stokes, Young 1 white poll X X

Stone, Jesse 1 white poll X X X
Taylor, Edmond Jr. | 1 white poll X X X
Taylor, Edmond Sr. | 1 white poll 80 X

Taylor, Timothy 1 white poll X X X
Thomason, Joseph 1 white poll 52 X X X
Thomason, Richard | 1 white poll 50 X X X
Thomason, Wm. 1 white poll X
Tomas, Wm. 1 white poll X

Travis, Wm. no white poll 400 X X X
Underwood, Hamblit | no white poll 100 X

Ward, Moses no white poll; 1 slave 104 X X X
Watson, John 1 white poll X

Weatherford, Wm. 1 white poll 30 X X X
Weathford, H. no white poll 80 X X X
Weathford, John 1 white poll X X X
Wilcox, Chas. 1 white poll X

Williams, Caleb 1 white poll 1,708 X X X
Williams, Edward 1 white poll 50 X X X
Williams, Joshua Jr. | 1 white poll X X
Williams, Joshua Sr. | no white poll 200 X X X
Wilson, Chas. B. 1 white poll X
Wright, Wm, 1 white poll X X X
Yarbrough, Davis no white poll 200 X X X
Yarbrough, Hummphrey | no white poll 15 X X
Yarbrough, Samuel | 1 white poll X X X
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Richard Allen Bridgwater of Smith County

and his Travels

Part [ of a Series

by Robert Polk Thomson

Few things are more exciting to a genealogist than to find a diary or letters
from an ancestor. Author Bob Thomson has a treasure-trove of information
about his Bridgwater ancestors, thanks in part to Richard Allen Bridgwater
(1821-1875) whose diary and other papers were rescued from a trash heap
and then carefully preserved by his descendants. They are now part of the
Thomson-Bridgwater collection at the Tennessee State Library and
Archives.

This first installment of an article about Bridgwater is based largely on
Richard’s written accounts of three trips he took as a young man. It is
astonishing to realize how widely traveled our ancestors were in those days
of poor transportation, but one fact that emerges from Richard’s accounts
is that he left home prepared with a list of relatives who lived along the
way. This support network surely aided many travelers of that day — it paid

to know who your distant cousins were and where they lived!

Richard Allen Bridgwater

The Bridgwater family of Smith County traces their
origins to Chesley Bridgwater who settled at Dixon
Springs not long after 1800. Chelsey and his wife
Nancy Chambers acquired substantial acreage on
Dixon Creek two or three miles upstream from the
village center. A hatter by trade, he owned a small
factory and he was also a farmer. He regularly
exported tobacco to New Orleans. In his later years he
was a money lender. At their home, “Bearwallow,” he
and Nancy reared a large family.

Richard Allen was the ninth of thirteen children, born
on 25 January 1821." As his older siblings married and
moved to their own homes, Richard stayed at
Bearwallow and helped his parents. He did not marry
until after they both died, by which time he was nearly
33 years old. Chesley Bridgwater died in April 1846
He left a large estate in land and slaves. Richard’s
older brother Samuel and his brother-in-law Wilson

! Richard Allen Bridgwater family bible, photocopy in
Thomson-Bridgwater Mss, TSLA.

2 All names and dates are in the Chesley Bridgwater family
bible.
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Martin, administered the estate.’ Less than a year later,
in March 1847, Nancy Chambers Bridgwater died, and
Richard was appointed her estate administrator.*

Richard Bridgwater had already made an appearance in
the written records of Smith County. In March 1845
one Othiel Johnson had been charged by his Baptist
congregation in Dixon Springs with drunkenness. He
admitted that he had “drinked two much” at Richard
Bridgwaters but denied the general charge. The elders
appointed to investigate the matter reported that
Johnson had been *“vary drunk,” not able to walk
without help, and the congregation expelled him.’

When Richard’s mother died, the family decided that
in order to divide the estate equally among the many
heirs, they had to sell the family land and slaves. The
Smith County courts authorized auction sales and in

* Smith County, TN, County Court Minute Book, 272. 4
May 1846.

4 Ibid., 332. 4 April 1847.

5 Dixon Creek TN Baptist Church Minutes, 78-79, March &
April 1845, Typescript in TSLA.
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May 1847 Samuel Bridgwater became the purchaser of
the home tract, and Wilson Martin the adjacent farm.®

This sale left Richard with some cash in his pocket and
an opportunity to see the world beyond Dixon Springs.
His brother John entered into a mercantile business in
Dixon Springs in partnership with a Mr. Cain. Richard,
interested in the same business but probably not
wanting to compete with his brother in their small
community, moved to Nashville to try to establish
himself as a merchant in the growing capitol city.’

The full extent of Richard’s business in Nashville is
unclear, but we know that he traded goods with his
brother’s Dixon Springs firm, Crain and Bridgwater.®
He also took advantage of one of Nashville’s most
lucrative businesses by exporting tobacco to New
Orleans in 1848 as an independent merchant. In
January 1849 he accepted a position with the Nashville
commission and forwarding merchant firm, H. T.
Yeatman, at an annual salary of $500.° He remained
with Yeatman for the next two and a half years,
perhaps continuing to deal in tobacco.

R ik S e
Tobacco Barn
During the Nashville years his Dixon Springs friends

and relatives called on him repeatedly to assist them
with their affairs. He made purchases of personal

® Nancy Bridgwater & S. C. Bridgwater et al vs. Thoma